The described species of the peculiar genus Phytholaema, which have more the general facies of rutelinids than of melolonthids, are known only from Chilean regions. The literature is somewhat scattered and much of it is entirely inaccessible to the average student; thus it is felt that the present synopsis will be of use. The genitalia have not been figured before, and as they possess good specific differences they are made use of herein.
Q PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONAL, MUSEUM vol.85 According to the habits of this species, as described by M. J. Rivera, the group must be somewhat similar to our American genus PJeocoma LeConte in that the larvae of the former show up in the ground in December, pass into the pupal stage around August, and emerge as adults during the latter part of September or early in October.
The adult males emerge a few minutes after sunset and fly low over the ground until coming upon a female either beside or in the mouth of her burrow, whereupon the two copulate and retire immediately into her quarters; those males that do not meet with mates within half an hour or so after the flight begins retire into the first hole they find and remain there until the following day at the same hour. The evening flight is announced by a sudden loud humming from the wings of many males, and half an hour later the insects as suddenly disappear. The adults take no food, but soon after reproduction occurs they die upon the surface of the ground. Material examined: 6 males, 2 females, from "Angol" (Sept. and Oct.) and from "Galvarino" (Sept. Hind tarsi shorter than tibiae, middle tarsi distinctly so.
Claws with strong subbasal tooth. Length, 9.5 mm; width, 5.5 mm.
Material examined: 1 male from "Southern Chile", collected by M. J. Kivera.
The combination of the unicolorous dorsal surface, the short middle and hind tarsi, and the rugose but nonstriate elytra will readily separate this species from the others ; the genitalia are also slenderer and quite different from those of the other two species in the genus.
